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FORWARD PASS IS
IMPROVING GAME

IMPROVING THE GAME.
PLAY WAS SCOFFED AT BY FOOT-
BALL COACHES WHEN FIRST
ANNOUNCED,

NEW YORK, Oct. 12.—The con-
sensus of opinion Is that the present

football season will eclipse all its
predecessors In general Interest and
the quality of the game played. Last
fall there was not a little adverse
eritieism made of the game becanse
of the radieal changes made bLY the
rules committee, The eriticism wasg
not confined to the outside publie,
but was Indulged In generally by the
plavers and coaches. Principal fault
was found with the forward pass, the
biggest innovation ever made in the
game. So disgusted were many of
the coaches with this play, which
they considered dangerous and un-
satisfactory [rom every standpolnt.
that not & few of them abandoned it,
temporarily, ln mid-season.  But the
suceess achieved at Yale and Prine»-
ton won friends everywhere, and it
was speedily relnstuted, and before
the end of the sesson it was consid-
erad the most spectacular play ol the
game.

This fall the forward pass is golng
to be a feature of the gume. The
coaches are training thelr candldates
to use It In the pretiminary work,
‘.h-ere!_n’ admitting Its mastery to be
s Important as the rudiments of the
game. The general public is expect-
ing great-things from the coming sea-
son, and there s certaln to be a rec-
ord breaking attéendance at all the
big games. ‘

With the development of the for-
ward pass coaches are sure to spend
more attention than heretofore to the
kicking game, There were not a few
games last fall - which were won
solely through the ability of one man
to klck goals from the field, One of
the “most notable examples of this

was the Penusylvania-Swarthmore
game, which the latter team won by
4 to 0. Swarthmore was actnally

outplayved in stralght football, but be-
cause of the ability of her quarter-
hack to drop-kick, won the game
when a Tumble punt put the ball
within scoring distance,

This year there s certaln to be a
greater preminm than ever placed on
the kicking game. Any coach who
has a proper appreciation of the val-
e of & good kicker will see that
there Is one such man on the team,
no matter what his other defects are,

Althongh the consent of all the
big colleges of the east has not yet
been seeured to permit  the ecentral
board of officials to name the men
to officiate at their football games, a
big step in this direction was taken
when some twenty-one Institutions
held a meeting In New York with
this committee. and preliminary
steps were taken to this end. It re-
mains to he seen how far the big un-
Iversitles will be willing to tiust the
committee in the selection of ofcials
for thelr champlonship gamcs, It
Harvard, Yale and Princeton shonld
reversa themsalves and  permit the
committee to name thelr oMeinls for
thelr big games, as Cornell and Mich-
fgan dld Iast fall and will do agalo
this yeur there would be n groat Im-

provement In the othies of college
sport,

Foothall mmiid-um at the varions
colleges, Mg and lt{le, are pppearing
in goodly quantities Tfor peactice,

'"Warslty football squads are necessar-
ily not so large as they were up to
the beginning of Inst season. when
freahmen were barred from ‘varsity
competition. but proportionately they
are larger than heretofore, And
therein liea a significant state of af-
fairs. At Harvard, Yale, Princeton,
Carlisle, Brown and elsewhere the
readiness of eandidates of all grades
of ability to respond to the eall of the
pigskin indicates more etnhusiasm
on the part of collegians for the game
itself than under the old rules, In
ghort, under the reviged ruales, they
waould rather play the game. The
new game makes more men want to
get/in It. Up at New Haven, for In-
stance, the fact that candidates re-
porting before college cpens have had
to pay their own expenses did not
prevent a large number of men from
being on hand for the first week of
practice. At Princeion the feld Is
falrly covered with men.

There will be more candidates on
the field when all the college terms
have begun and more when several
‘varsity probabllities have passed off
conditions, Harvard, Yale, Prince-
ton and Pennsylvanin have heen more
or less afflicted by the aclion of stern
faculties in decreelng that those men
who are behind in scholarship shall
not play until they demonstrate that
they can keep up with their studies.
Consequently some flrst class mater-

|l !¢ Just pow swrestling with books
lnnd not the leather oval, There I8 no
longer any witehfol scanning of the
entering class to se¢ what new ma-
tecial [t produces—aot so far us the
Immedlate 'varsity situation is con-
cerued. Materinl is now a more fix-
ed quantity. Outside of men oot re-
turning to college and faculty Inter-
vention, the coaches have preity aec-
curate knowledge of Just what they
will have to depend on in the way of
material. That may or may not be
satisfactory, depending whether the
material at hand Is promising or the
reverse. Cornell is one of the best
fixed of the colleges in having a big
supply of experlenced men to start
with, while it looks as if Pennsyl-
vanle will bave a team of evenly-dis-
tributed strength when all the candi-
dates are herded into the fold. There
Is a llkely arrvay of tnlent a: Yale on
the whole, but there are Lwo or three
positions which recent developments
have shown are by no means sure of
being filled satisfactorily. However,
they have o masterly conching gystem
at New Haven and a constom ol sel-
ting about at once to fortify agalnst
possible weak spots,

When you get right up against the
coiaches at Princeton they do not talk
in n very hopeful strain over this
vear's outlook, but there is a deep de-
presslon over the outlook. There is
a respectable amounnt of raw material
to he whipped into shape at Nassau,
but if anybody ecan whip it Coach
Roper ean.  If this blg ehap, Mae-
Faden from Exeler, ‘ineligible last
year because he was a freshman, de-
velops all right he is quite likely to
make a stronger man In the five mid-
die line positions than anybody
Princeton had last year except Jim
Coonev., If he Ilnes up agalnst
Thompson of Cornell there ought to
be & scrap between the guards at
Ithuea worth going to see. The same
i= true if he stacks up agalust Goebel
of Yale, who, experts think, has In
him the making of a guard of the
Gordon Brown class. The Princéton
backfield, barring Jim MeCormack,
will probably be light! and It surely
will be fast—Tibbott, Harlan, (Cass,
Dillon and Plelffer—a group of
speedy men, There are more veter-
ans in the Princeton backfield than
at Yale, but the Ells have some good
ones, and while the Yale backfield
may be surpassed Io actual speed,
there will be a departure from the
conditlons that generally prevail ir
they do not have it on rivals In ver-
satility and head work.

The grestest experiment of all 1s at
Harvard, where Joshua Crane s the
head coach, Crane has coached
freshmen teams with suceess and ia
said to be a capable handler of men.
It will not do to take him lghtly, and
the observation that “Harvard will be
coached this year from the back of a
polo pony” may not be warranted.

The Brown university eleven is not
to be overiooked In sizing up elevens
of potential strength. There Is an
exceptionally big, brawny and actlve
ot of material at Providence. One
of the neweomers Is Raquet, Inellgl-
bla last year, who stands 6 feet 4
inches. and there are enough strap-
ping big fellows to bring the five
center of the line positiong up to the
nvelpge ol cloge 1o 200 pounds, Den-
nie and Pryvor arve a paiv of first-class
end«: Schwartz  1s a4 rattling gooil
quarterback. and Johnny Mayhew is
the best dodging halifback In the east.
This ngzregation will take some bent-
fng

SPORTS CLAMORING.
Want to See a Fight Between Juck
Johnson and Tommy Burns,

The interest that the fAght fans
have shown in the preliminary par-
tlenlars of the proposed Tommy
Burns-Jack Johnson malech makes the
proposed contest look to be by far
the biggest thing on the poglistic
horlzon,

Of course Coffroth, who seems to
have a monopoly on the fight game
on the San Francisco side of the bay
at the present time, will not bid any
higher than he is compelled <o, but
It s safe to say that under most any
circumstances the clever promoter
would be abile to take a rigk with the
big fellows at & $25,000 purse, which
I8 the amount demanded by Burns.

Johnson wiil fight for the chance to
get the champlonship and would take
most any amonnt offered, realizing
that If he should win that the white
men, In order to take the champlon-
ship away from him, would be forced
to fight him and, with the exception
of BHurns, It would appear to the
writér that Johnson has little cause
for worry.

The critics are using the theory
that Burne has not been successful
In the thedtrleal venture that he un-
dertook. True, Tommy was not a
suecess in San Franclsco, but the
writér has had the opportunity of
reading a few letters that Tommy
sent to L, C. Keating of the Columbia
Theater, who Is his brother-in-law,
and who has acted as a sort of guide

for the Canadian iu the theatrical
wwld, In each of these letters
Tommy has told of the money he
made per week and as the figures

were always of an Irregular amount,
1 am forced to the bellef that he was
working on a percentage plan with
the show hounses,

Each of the tolads, however, have
gone over the five hundred dollar
mark and as every one knows when
n man is getting five hundred dollars
u week he is not a fatlure,

Naturally the time has grown
short when the chawmpion can get
this money, for no matter who the

fighter may be, he must keep in the
limelight to make money in the show
business. Jim Corbett, John L. Sulli-
van and Bob Fitzsimmons have had
the faculty of getting plenty of ad-
vertlsement and Jim Jeffries, owing
to the enormity of his slze and the
wonderful ability, did not need a
press agent,

These men could wand are going
right along today geiting the money
from the publie, but with Burns it s
entirely different, He haso't the
knack of boosting himsell, and 8o, of
course, will have to fight a few more
men that will convinee the doubting
public that he Is rveally 4 great

fizhter,
Shortly after the * Squires-Burns
fight ,the writer mentioned that

Burns was agreeable to a mateh with
the big dinge any time that he could
be shown a chance to get the right
kind of a purse.

Hurns wants $20.000 for his end
of a fight with Johnson, and says
that the offer cannot come too quick
to sult him. When It is remember-
ed how systematically the big fel-
lows have dodged the black eloud
and with what persistent regularity
the daddy of them all, Jeffries, re-
fused to even consider him, It must
he admitted that Burns Is deserving
of some consideration for taking a
man on who was too dangerous fov
the apparently better fighters who
have retived from the ring,

. , -

The Gans-Memsle contest at Los
Angeles did not prove such a howling
financlal success to  Promoter Me-
Carey as he at the matehing thought
it would. This Is another example
of the frenzled finance ol the fight
romoter offering a purse such as he
offered Yor a champlon to beat prac-
tically an amatenr. The total re-
celphts ave glven out ax $16,24%, and
ag the purse and tralning expenses
that the promoter was compelled to
pay ont of this amonnted to $12.5040.
with the general expenses yet to he
puid, It can rveadily be seen that he
did not make much money on the
ventare.

Gans, since velleving himgelf of
that last bit of wit in which he hand-
ed the champlonship to Jimmy
Burns has been overlooked by the
many challengers of the clm!"npltm.
and the deflant manner in which the

fighters of the country are hurling

their challenge: at the new chim-
plon show that they are all willing
to take a chance. Gans will soon be
In the same class with the famous
“bull™ artists of San Prancisco if he
keaps u the good work, .

DARING SWINDLER.

Ingenlons  Scheme  That  Pepleted
Bookmnkers' Bank Holls,

The sum of money In the posses-
dion of the bookmakers in the United
Kingdom 1s, in the aggregate, a huge
one, says London Tit-Bits. The layers
of odds are naturally extremely cute
and fully conversant with the thous-
and and one schemes formulated by
enqually actute backers of horses to
swindle them. Among the latter
class are thousands of cunning ad-
ventiurers who subsist entlrely on
their wits, and as these gentry de-
light to live in the lap of luxury and
squander money like water—when
theéy have {t—they are constantly ar-
ranging new and deep layed plots
when “hard up” to deplete the
Lanking necounts of the hookmakers,

An ingenious scheme was suceess-
fully carried through in England a
few yvears ago which for absolute dar-
ing is unparalleled In the history of
racing. The leading sporting papers
one day recelved a properly arranged
program of a race meeting which wus
to take place at a town called **Trod-
more.” The sender of the list of
horses engaged, the welghts they had
to carry, and the times at which the
different events were run signed his
name and added “‘Reporter.” The
races were duly run and the obliging
“Reporter” sent In another interest-
ing Item to the sporting dailles.
Nothing was missing, everything was
in apple ple order; evidently the re-
porter knew his business thoroughly.
The "hard working"” and “conscien-
tious" Journalist had carefully eol-

lected the starting prices of the win-
ners and losers, and his account of
the day’s racing duly appeared In the
papers he sent it to. This was eager-
Iy pernsed with the grestest interest
by a large number of hookmakers 1n

l.m-"ns.. and they found to thelr anr-[
row that nearly all the winners had
bheen backed for big sums by many of
thelr numerous cllents, who were
evidently expert Judges of racing or
extinordinarily lucky.

As the horses had started at long
odds aguinst they lost heavily. A lot
of those who had been severely hit
distussed the matter with their con-
freres. “Where was Trodmore, the
place where the lucky backers had
found so many good winners?" “Has
any one heard of these horses or
jockeys before?” No. No one had,
now they eame to think about It
Many of the bookmakers had been
connected with racing for nearly half
a centnry, Detectives were engaged,
and they unearthed one of the most
glgantic swindles on record, It was
discovered that there wag no such
place In England as “Trodmore:"
there never had besn such a meeting;
there were no such horges or jockess
in exlstence as those mentioned In
the program, and the “Reporter”’—
well, ““his day's work was done,” and
he vanished like n dreami. He has
never even sent in his bill to the pa-
pers for his interesting contributions,
The whole thing was one of the most
impudent and cleverly organized
“spoofs™ on record. A lot of money
In “tenners” and “fivers'” was oblig-
ingly put oyt for the gang by inno-
cent walters and hotel and theater
doorkeepers in the west end, .and the
daring swindlers have never been

traced. They wanished with thelr
winnings,
Some racing sharpg successfully

robbed the bookmakers of a large
sum of money at Warwick some years
ago by the following ingenlous meth-
od: In Tattersall’s ring bookmakers
are bound by the mles to pay over
the horse that actually “gets” the
race, so that in the event of an ob-
lectlon, and the runner which has
passed the judge fArst belng disquali-
fied, they pay only over the one to
which the stewards after due Investi-
gation, award the race, In the half-
crown rings and outside the rings,
the bookies pay “first past the post”
irrespective of objection. A crack
Jockey was properly and correctly
weighed out by the official clerk of
the scales for a certain race at War-
wick on the oceasion mentioned, and
the horse he rode was heavily and
systematieslly backed with bookles
who pay “first past the post,” The
animal won easily. When the Jockey
went to seule, after the race, he falled
to draw within fourteén pounds of
what he should have done. Hls sad-
dle cloth was immediately examined
and It was discovered that It haq
been tampered with by some one af-
ter the jockey had been welghed out
and several of the lead weights re-
moved. The “winner” was promptly
disqualified and the race awarded to
the one that had finished second. The
gang reaped a rich harvest, The
jockey was, however, after*dne in-
quiry, exonerated by the authorities
from any blame in the matter, as his
intezvity was bevond dispute. Sev-
eral  “turfites” got Into serlous
trouble over this affair, but the real
delinguents were never discovered.

BASEBALL HAS PAID BIG.

Amerlean  League  Magnate
Kinishes With Bank Roll.

Myron Townsend, the 8t. Louls
sporting writer, has turned to figures
and this {8 what he has declded Is
about right:

Hedges' cleanup this vear
fully $40,000,

Yawky. owner of the Detroits, will
pocket profits of $60,000,

Charlie Comigkey, White Sox, will
close the season with a balance of
$200,000%on the right slde of the
ledger.

John L. Taylor of the Boston Amer-
feans will bank $75,000 as his share
of the baseball booty.

Connie Mack’s Athletics will enrn
3100,000 for thelr owners.

Somers nnd Kilfoyl will elear 3‘-0 -
000 on the Naps.

Frank Farrell’s share of the swag
Is not less than $60,000.

JThe Noves, owners of the Washing-
ton club, will come out $25,000
ahead of the game.

This is a banner year in baseball
Club owners are rolling In wealth.
Not one of them I8 losing money,
Usually there are one or two rat
holes in a leagne where magnates
sink thousands. Neot in the Ameri-
can league this year. When the
books are balanced there is not =
single owner who will not find him-
self a much richer man, Most of
them enjoy Incomes much larger than
the president of the Tnited States
From a financial standpoint baseball
has heen consldered a precarious bus-
iness. 1f so, 1907 is an off year.
Even Stanley Robinson has made =«
little money. The Cardinale are the
poorest payving propositions in elthes
league. George Dovey's profits  in
Boston will not wad a 16-bore shot-
gun, yet he snys he is on easy streal

Every

will be

‘Hassamer.,

financially.

lll ‘I'I.HUH AT MICHIGAN.

Yorst Working Hard to Hand Penn-
sylvanin a Package.

AXN ARBOR, Mieh.,, Oct. 1%z,
With over a hundred candidates to
choose from Coach Hurey-Up Yost of
the University of Michigan is now
busily preparing a team that may re-
turn the package handed them last
year by Peansylgania when thes
come here this yveur, On Novemboy
16 one of the biggest games of the
year will be played In this city. The
one game of the vear when the east
and west collide, when the strength
of the wets is arrayed against the
strength of the east, Up to the last
few years no such game has heen
played when the might of the west
could be compared with the east.

Last year the east pushed the west-
erners over the gridiron at euse, but
this »oar it remains to be seen wheth-
er “Westward the course of empire
tukes it way," In that the west will
be more advanced in football, The
ity is wild with enthusiasm and the
main subject of gossip among the
6000 students Is “Can we beat Penn-
sylvania?'

Coach Yost is not saying much. He
seems to be thinking, Wearing the
“smile that won't come off,” his
countenance gives the stndents hope.
They seem to have Pennsy down as
their worst enemy. When the boys
from Quakertown crossed the Michi-
gan goal several times last year that
defeat has inclted 4 spirit of revenge
for the defenders of the yvellow and
blue are in no way used to heing
toyed around by anyone in football.

HAD TO CATCH TRRAIN.

Jack Egan, Ban Johnson's newest
umpire, tells a good story at his own
expense. Of course Tim Hurst was
one of the principal figures, A base-
ball story nowadays does not appear
complete unless Timothy is in on it,

Egan was pitching for Providence,
in the Eastern league, and Hurst waa
umpiring. The score was a tie in the
ninth Inning when, with two men on
bases, one of the opposing batsmen
landed on one of Bgan's choleest and
lifted It over the fence.

The ball was foul by ten feet, Egan
ran over to the third base line he-
fore the ball cleared the fenece and
could see where it went over., Hurst
was algo on third base line and, turi-
ing to him, Egan said: “It's lucky
for me that that was a founl, else I
would have lost the game.”

"It may have been a foul all right,
Jack, me boy,” replied Hurst, plty-
ingly, “but with me catching that
6:20 train for Boston it is a tair hall,
and don’t yon forget It.”

Of vourse Tim's ruling counted and
Providence lost the game. More m-
portant, however, Hurst was aboard
the 6:20 train for Boston.

MEANT TERRA FVIRMA.,

Washington bought most of the
players of the disbanded '92 Chatia-
nooga club, among the nhmber being
“Wild Bl Hassamer, wheo played
an outfleld,

Bill was a man who never did care
very much for study even ug a youth,
and consequently he was exactly
adapted to carrying on a scientific
conversation. In the off season Bill
plloted an ofl wagon through the
classle environs of Cloclnnati,

But to just show how he could
shine sometimes In conversation of &
high degree Bir Willlam would shoot
out @ big word that he had managed
to. corral somewhere, and which he
took a huge delight in astounding his
fellow players with.

Sometime, In fact, most always,
these large words which Bill gpontad
were woefully [n the wrong place;
but It wis blissful ignorance with the
boisterons BIIL

One time, when the teanm was go-
Ing over to Detrolt from Cleveland
the lake was very choppy, and several
of the boys became sick, among them
When the boat landed at
the Detroit wharf Bill was one of the
first plavers off, and as Al Selbach
came down the mngwav Hassamer
asked:

“Say, Al sin't It good to be on
vice versa onece again?”

BETTING PIKEER NOW WEALTHY.

To prevent the wolves of the bet-
ting ring parting him from his plle,
Joe Yeager, the young Westera plun-
ger, has put $100,000 into perpetnal
hock.

He has pald $100,000 principal
and $10,000 interest to a big insur-
ance company.

In return he geis a polley which
pave an annuolty of $5000 ag long as
he Hves.

Yeager fs In excellent health. He's
41. A few months ago Joe was fiat
hroke. He began all over again as
A §2 piker.

By a series of shrewd plays und
remarkable coups, he ran hls for-
tune up to $150,000. He has wisely
salted $100,000 of this for a ralny
day.

BALL PLAYERS
MAY USE ARMOR

’HH.\IIGEAII LATEST INVENTION

TO PROTECT BATTER FROM
WILD PITCHERS.

The latest thing in baseball iz o
head gear for players while at bat.
Fred Pareut Is now wearing the new
idea to the amusement ol the fan
and small boy who attend the game.
The pad Is about three inches thick
and plastered on the side of the head
from the shoulder to the top of the
coco,

Most of the pltchers take a shot at
the new mask and have Freddie
ducking llke a deer hit with an ax,
and while the whole thing makes It
plain that Parent has grown coward-
1¥ when facing the shoots of the wild
pitchers, yet it will be a matter of
only & short time until a large num-
ber of playvers will be wearing pro-
tectors for the head when facing the
speady pitchers of the present time.

The remarkable part of the game
is the way the batsmen ean avoid
being budly Injured by plteched balls
thrown: from all angles and with a
varlety & curves and shoots that
would puzzle a shadow. With the
number of players receiving serious
injuries from sharp spikes and play-
ers forced to wear armor plate it
looks very much as If the game was
growing to be a dangerons proposi-
tlon. S8Spikes must be done away
with, a new and lighter protection
for the head must be Invented for the
safely of the valuable players who
have become valuable assets for the
clube,

Years ago the players faced the
musle without pads, masks or gloves
and were usnally a sight alter a hard
game, | remember a paragraph from
the Danbury News that hit the nall
on the head: “A local baseball en-
thuslast 1s getting up a ball of iron
filled with nitro-glycerine which will
explode on being caught and tear the
hands to ribbons, This will be more
wearing on the playérs than the pres-
ent ball in use, but will be more hu-
mane,""

The introductlon of mitts, pads
and masks reduced the necessity for
arniea and bandages, but helped the
men with the sporting goods to dis-
pose of all his wares until the time
will come when ball playvers will be
covered with protectors,

Up to 1B77T all the catchers
thought of for projection was a hunk
of rubber to hold between the teeth.
Dug Allison about this time introdoe-
ed a glove with the fingers cut oul,
Then eame the introduction of the
mask. The 'Harvard boys had a
strong team with the exceptiont of a
catcher. Jim Tyng was doing the
backstopping for Dr. Harold Ernst,
and together with Fred Thayver they
rigged up an old fencing mask and
after several weeks' practice Tyng
was In trim to appear at the South
End grounds against the profession-
als., Later the magk was fmproved
on and became of generval wse. 'The
pad was invented by a HMartford man
and first worn by a professional at
the South Bnd grounds at Boston by
James H. O'Rourke [n *77 the year
after the mask was introduced. It
took the catchers some time to grow
accustomed to wires, but all were in
praise of the chest protector from
the start. The blg mit came by a
natural evolution from the kid gloyve
untll now one wonders how the eatch-
ers can carry the elumsy things
about. First basemen, too. must
now wear big mitts and often ham-
mer holes In them until it wonld be
about as fair to play with a scoop
net. Take away the big mitts from
all but the catchers end.the game
would show more gelenge, but ﬂ‘.
wonld kill off two-thirds of the pro-
fession, and this wonld not be relish-
ed by the fans who must have their
baseball from the Everglides of
Florida to the ley peaks of the north.

The appllance now belng tested by
Fréd Parent was Invented by Bob
Reach of Philadelphia about four
years ago and has not caught om, it
being altogether too clumsy. The
cricket pads were first used in a ball
game by James H, O'Rourke of
Bridgeport, Counnecticut, Lwo Years
ago, and will surely become fashion-
able with the catchers, who must
necessarily protect thelr limbs from
the murderous splkes. At first |t
looked all ont of order, but the more
1 see of the shin pads the better I
like them, only that shin pads aaod
not padded leggins should be used.
The time was when the players would
polish up their loug sharp spikes and
then dazzle the eatcher with the sight
before they started for the home
base. No player should be put In po-
sition to fear the runner while taksn
a thrown or batied ball. The flelder
should alwavs have a elear right of

way,




